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Tender issued for Chapel Point
Battery restoration

The tender has been issued for engineering, architectural, construction and administration services for the restoration
of the command post of the historic Chapel Point Battery in Sydney Mines. Federal funding for the project was
announced earlier this year. - Cape Breton Post

Sydney Mines military landmark to get facelift
SYDNEY MINES, N.S. — The restoration of the command post of the historic Chapel Point Battery is a
step closer to reality, with the issuing of the tender for engineering, architectural, construction and
administration services for the project.

In July, it was announced that Canadian Heritage will contribute $390,000 to the Atlantic Memorial
Park project, which aims to create a homegrown memorial to the important role a local military
landmark has played in the development and heritage of Canada.
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The tender closes Nov. 29.

The request for proposals notes that the project will see the restoration of the battery command post,
underground ammunition magazines, a power house and gun emplacements protecting Sydney
harbour. It adds that the upper storey of the command post was the battery commander’s fighting
position, while the second storey was for the offer in charge of the battery’s searchlights.

“The command post will provide visitors with an intriguing educational experience and provide
important momentum toward fundraising for the remaining components of this restoration,” the
request for proposals states.

JUST THE FACTS

The Chapel Point Battery is located in Atlantic Memorial Park at the entrance to Sydney Harbour
and dates back to the late 1800s.
The battery experienced three different periods of use beginning in 1859 when it was selected
as the place for a battery installation because of concerns about the American Civil War.
It also served as a battery site in both the First and Second World Wars.
It was one of seven Sydney harbour fortifications guarding the east coast steel and coal assets
and convoys from U Boat attack during the Second World War.
The project is a partnership of the CBRM and the Atlantic Memorial Park Society, a not-for-profit
organization which is the lead agency for the project.

This stage of the project will focus on restoring the battery command post and work is expected to
begin early next year and be completed by the end of June so that it will be ready for Canada Day
celebrations.
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The work will also include a multi-use trail from the command post to the beach, an operational
washroom, security fencing and signage. The project is being overseen by a steering committee
including Cape Breton Regional Municipality and society representatives.

The funding is being provided through the Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage Legacy
Fund. The CBRM was the funding applicant on behalf of the project, which will restore the command
post of the historic Chapel Point Battery.

The Chapel Point Battery is located in Atlantic Memorial Park at the entrance to Sydney harbour and
dates back to the late 1800s.

The phrase that has often been used to describe the planned project is, “a sea-side journey of
remembrance.”

The site consists of 120 acres of publicly owned land on the west side of Sydney harbour, the tender
notes.

The first phase of the project is expected to cost a total of about $940,000, some of which will be
raised through private and corporate contributions.

The restoration project will remove graffiti, repair support structures, install new sloped roofs,
stairways with handrails and interpretive historical signage, make the structure safe for public use and
provide access to local heritage.

Multi-use trails will also be created, along with washrooms and other signage and displays.

Related: Public hears details of ambitious plans to restore Chapel Battery Point in Sydney Mines
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